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Amai- the most pregnant was the amalgamation of crafts.   A
Process of integration began,  by which the crafts sur-
rendered their individuality  and  merged their separate
identity in a collective organization, while still apparently
retaining control over their members in matters of trade.
At Norwich in 1449 there were several small misteries which
contained so few persons that they could not be called crafts,
and it was ordered therefore that each mistery should be
united with some craft,  though maintaining a separate
existence as well as its own wardens.   Accordingly, the
Bladesmiths, Locksmiths and Lorimers were annexed to
the Smiths' craftx;  and there are also many examples of
(a) Small combination in other towns.   The roll of membership was in
fact often yery smajj. at York, for example, the gilds con-
nected with the cloth trade averaged each sixty-five members,
but the gilds engaged in the iron industry numbered only
eleven each, the Glasiers eight, and the Wax-chandlers six *.
Hence in the struggle for existence the smaller misteries were
frequently too impoverished to bear the financial burdens
laid upon them, and were compelled to abandon their in-
dependence.   On this account the Pursers and Glovers of
London united in 1498 to form one body3: " Both the said
fellowships of late be sore decayed, both in number of persons
and substance of goods, that they can nor may severally live
hereafter of themselves, nor to support nor to maintain their
said fellowships, nor to bear lot nor scot nor any other charge,
as they have done in time past ".    In 1502 they joined the
Leathersellers who had already received the White Tawyers
in 1479, and who also absorbed the Pouchmakers in 15174.
The reason assigned by the White Tawyers for their amalga-
mation with the Leathersellers was that " there is of the
same craft so few persons in number, that they have no
choice to make any wardens to rule the same craft ".   This
supports the conjecture that the union of crafts must have
been largely due to the very scanty roll of membership.
1 Records of Norwich, ii. 280.   See also W. C. Hazlitt, The Livery
Companies of the City of London (1892), 26.
* York Memorandum Book, i. pp. xlii, xlv; ii. 208.
8 Black, The Leathersellers' Company, 42.
4 Ibid- 38 (H79), 42 (1502), 47